
George Van Verst 

George Orthel Van Verst, 88, son of Katherine Opal Orthel and Paul Herbert 
Van Verst, brother to David P. Van Verst and Richard H. Van Verst, passed 
away peacefully in his home on Friday, December 8th, 2023. He is preceded 
in death by his first wife, Mary Ellen Vugteveen (d. 2004), and survived by 
their children, Janet Mary Van Verst and Scott Paul Van Verst, husband to 
Mary Elizabeth Vosteen. George is also survived by his wife of 17 years, 
Nancy Long Sutherland, and his step-children, Michael Dale Clevenger II 
and Ami Celeste Fischer, wife of William George Fischer III, parents of 
Cameron Grace Fischer. 

Born in 1935, George was baptized as an infant and remained a lifelong 
Presbyterian. He cherished singing in the choir at the First Presbyterian 
Church of River Forest. 

George’s favorite experiences as a teenager included summers at Camp 
Highlands in Sayner, WI, the second oldest boys camp in the United States. 

A graduate of Oak Park River Forest High School, Hope College, and Loyola 
Dental School, George served in the Army for two years as a Dental Officer. 
For 36 years, he practiced dentistry in partnership with his brother, Richard,  
in Oak Park/River Forest. 

George's passions included golf, bridge, travel, and learning the German 
language. He enjoyed playing the clarinet and was a lifelong lover of 
classical music, especially the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 

Known for his sense of humor, character, and gift for storytelling, George’s 
pleasant and cheerful personality will always be remembered. He made  
the world a better place. 

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that memorial contributions  
be made to causes close to George's heart: 

    Restoration House:  www.TheRestorationHouse.net 
    Chicago Lights:  www.ChicagoLights.org 

Share pictures, memories, and stories about George at tinyurl.com/
weremember-georgevanverst. 
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A Witness to the Resurrection  
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

and to the Life and Faith of George Orthel Van Verst 
 

Prelude Jane Holstein, organ 
 Jennifer Cappelli, violin 

 Josh Ring, piano 

*Call to Worship  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
The maker of heaven and earth.                Psalm 124:8 
 
Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, 
his compassions never fail. They are new every morning. 
Great is God’s faithfulness!                       Lamentations 3:22-23  

 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ  
have clothed yourselves with Christ.        Galatians 3:27 
 
In his baptism George was clothed with Christ; 
in the day of Christ's coming, he shall be clothed with glory! 

*Hymn  529 For All the Saints 

*Opening Prayer   The Rev. Dr. Paul Detterman 

Anthem Joy in the Morning Natalie Sleeth 

Eulogy Dr. Jack Swanson 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 43:1-7 Kimberly Tenhor 

Anthem Shepherd Me, O God Marty Haugen 
 
Scripture Reading Hebrews 12:1-3 James Hunt 

*Hymn 419 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

*Gospel Reading John 14:1-6 The Rev. Donna Marsh 

Homily God Makes Good Grumpas Pastor Detterman 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession Pastor Marsh 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Anthem Revelation 19 Jeffery LaValley 

*Commendation  Pastor Detterman 

*Hymn 428 When Peace Like a River 

Benediction The Lord Bless You and Keep You John Rutter 

Postlude 

* Please stand in body or spirit 

Following this service there is a reception in the Social Hall.  
You are cordially invited to greet the family there.  

Interment will be private. 
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